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CC RECEIVES $33.5 MILLION FUTURE GIFT,
LARGEST FROM INDIVIDUAL DONOR IN CC HISTORY


COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – April  6, 2021 – Colorado College has received the largest gift from an individual donor in the college’s 147-year history. An anonymous donor has made a $33.5 million estate commitment to the college. 

“We cannot fully express how grateful we are to receive this unprecedented gift on behalf of the Colorado College community,” said Mike Edmonds, acting co-president of the college. “The donor who made this bequest for the future is showing gratitude for the powerful impact the college has on its students now – including our efforts toward antiracism and becoming more accessible – and entrusting CC to create even greater opportunities for thousands of students in the years ahead.” 
Robert Moore, acting co-president of the college, noted that the donor has designated the gift to support future needs of the college and to provide funding for the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College. “This donor, through their extraordinary bequest, will make a transformational difference for the future of the college and the Fine Arts Center. Their foresight and generosity inspires our entire community,” he said.
The donor saw a chance to have lasting impact with their gift.

“Colorado College has given so much to me, and it brings me great joy to see how CC positively changes the lives of students,” said the donor. “Every year I see curious, creative critical thinkers expand their world, find their passion, and apply the knowledge and courage they gain at CC under the guidance of fantastic faculty and staff. That translates to exciting progress ahead for our world: This is where our next leaders are inspired. My wish is to keep that brilliance and spark bright for future generations.”
The donor also said they made this gift because they want other members of the Colorado College community to participate with gifts of their own during this time. The amount of the gift is much less important than the act of giving, said the donor.
“My first gift to Colorado College was $25,” the donor said. “I’ve seen the promise that students bring, and that CC fosters. I encourage others to give back at all gift levels, because supporting this great place is a way to have impact far beyond the college’s boundaries, and far beyond this time.” 
The college’s Building on Originality campaign is slated to end December 2021. Among its remaining priorities are funds for a new Creativity & Innovation building, support to increase scholarships and access, and increased alumni participation. The campaign supports strategic-plan priorities developed during the nine-year presidency of Jill Tiefenthaler, who left the college in July 2020. L. Song Richardson, current dean of the University of California, Irvine School of Law, will become CC’s 14th president on July 1. 
Announcement of the gift comes as Colorado College celebrates the 50th anniversary of CC’s iconic and revolutionizing Block Plan, in which students take — and professors teach — one course at a time for a focused, intense 3½-week period allowing for experiential learning, field study, and deep engagement with their course work.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,100 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. In 2016, Colorado College announced an alliance with the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, and the following year the two became the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College, providing innovative, educational and multidisciplinary arts experiences for the campus and Colorado Springs communities. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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